Torres Martinez Solid
Waste Collaborative

A Partnership of Tribal, Federal, State and Local Agencies
to Stop Illegal Dumping on the Reservation
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¢ after cleanup.

The Torres Martinez Solid Waste Collaborative is comprised of 25 federal, state, and
local agencies, the Torres Martinez Tribal Government, and non-profit organizations
working fo prevent illegal dumping on the Torres Martinez Reservation. Since its inception
in April 2006, the collaborative has closed all major dumps and successfully prevented
the creation of new dumps on the reservation; significantly reduced dump fires; cleaned
up over 20 dump sites; put access controls in place to prevent future dumping; and
initiated Targeted Brownfields Assessments to facilitate productive reuse of former
dump sites.




PROGRESS TO DATE
DUMP CLEANUP AND ACCESS CONTROL

Filmore Street Dumpsite

In February 2007 EPA completed a hazardous waste
cleanup of the 25-acre Fillmore Street Dumpsite. EPA
removed approximately 100 cubic yards of unburned
wood stakes treated with toxic Chromated Copper
Arsenate (CCA), 1,600 pounds of waste oil and sludge,
1,400 tons of burnt ash materials and 400 pounds of
asbestos-cement piping from the site for proper dispos-
al. EPA also installed access controls and signage.

In May 2007, California Integrated Waste Management
Board (CIWMB) removed the remaining solid waste from
the site, including 1,700 tons of trash/debris, 65 tons of
waste fires, 35 fons of metal debris, 22 units of lead-acid
batteries, and 4 gallons of motor oil. The Torres Martinez
Tribe, EPA and BIA began assessing the site in December
2007 to determine possible redevelopment uses such
as growing sod or food crops.
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Fillmore Street dump site before EPA and CIWMB
cleanups, and after cleanup with mulch from Torlaw site.

Torlaw Dumpsite
The Torlaw Dumpsite was closed in August 2006. To re-

dor, chipped and mulched approximately 17,000 cubic
yards of green waste. Half of the mulch was mixed with
site soil to reduce future fire risk and for dust suppression.
The remaining mulch was used for dust suppression at
the Fillmore Street dumpsite cleanup.

Mt. San Diego Dumpsite

CIWMB completed its cleanup of the Mt. San Diego
Dumpsite in April 2007. Waste removed includes approxi-
mately 1,600 cubic yards of construction/demolition
defboris and 600 cubic yards of metal items and inert deboris
that were taken for proper disposal and/or recycling. A
large pile of non-hazardous, inert dredged material and
biosolids remains at the site. The Torres Martinez Tribe
applied for and received a Targeted Brownfields Assess-
ment grant to analyze potential future uses for the remain-
ing inert material. EPA's Brownfields Program is working
with the Army Corps of Engineers to test options including
growing different types of sod or food crops, or providing
fill for future home sites.

Small Dumpsites

At EPA's request, a private company spent $150,000 to
chip and remove 870 illegally dumped date palm frees.
The company consulted with the Riverside County
Agriculture Commissioner to make sure the chips were
beneficially reused as mulch at a local agricultural facility.
The tribal environmental department also cleaned up
three sites in Fall 2007. In all, 20 of the original 27 dump-
sites have been closed and cleaned up.

Grape Stake Cleanup

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC) worked with tribal officials and the Riverside County
Waste Management Division to remove 100 tons of CCA-
freated grape stakes that had been dumped 200 yards
from the kindergarten through 12" grade Mega School
in Thermal. In addition, DTSC successfully worked with a
Coachella Valley grower and their contractors to forge a
cooperative agreement with Colmax Energy to utilize the
untreated cross-memibers of grape stakes as bio-fuel for
energy production. By removing the non-hazardous cross-
members prior to disposal, the growers will help reduce
the volume of hazardous treated-wood waste (TWW) that
is placed in permitted landfills, while at the same tfime
reducing disposal costs 1o growers and health risks to the
community. DTSC is planning enforcement fraining for
Riverside County Code Enforcement staff for Spring 2008,
and now has a fact sheet available online (http://
www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/Treated Wood
Waste.cfm).

Members of the Dump Cleanup and Access Control
Taskforce include the Torres Martinez Tribe, U.S. EPA, BIA,

MONITORING COMPLIANCE

In summer 2007, EPA completed enforcement agree-
ments with two frailer park operators for solid waste
violations. The operator of the Oasis Mobile Home Park
resolved federal waste violations with an agreement to
pay an $11,000 civil penalty. The operators of the Desert
Mobile Home Park also resolved federal waste violations
with an agreement to pay a $1,525 penalty and conduct
a community-wide cleanup event. Both agreements
require that the operators properly dispose of all waste;
institute a weekly waste pick-up and solid waste
management program; and distribute a fact sheet to all
households in the trailer park informing them how and
where 1o properly dispose of special types of waste.

Trailer park waste management, before and after EPA
enforcement.

The Desert Mobile Home Park held a community-wide
household hazardous waste collection event on Octo-
ber 20, 2007, where community members could bring
lead-acid batteries, washers and dryers, refrigerators,
condensers and scrap metal; computer hard drives,
keyboards, mattresses, microwaves, TVs, computer moni-
fors, and used oil. These materials were then taken fo
the appropriate recycling and disposal facilities.

EPA is continuing to investigate illegal dumpsites and
reports of people generating and transporting waste onto
the Torres Martinez Reservation. The Oasis Community
llegal Fires Task Force is working with the Torres Martinez
Tribal Environmental Protection Department to monitor
illegal fires on land adjacent to the reservation and on
fee land within the reservation boundary.

Members of the Monitoring Compliance Taskforce include
the Torres Martinez Tribe, Riverside County Sheriff’s Office,
California Highway Patrol, South Coast Air Quality
Management District, and EPA.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The Outreach Taskforce distriouted over 500 posters and
flyers promoting proper recycling and waste disposal
habits to cities, stores, growers, haulers, and landscapers
in the Coachella Valley. Members of the taskforce also
participated in a Trashbusters community-wide cleanup
event on October 6, 2007 (www.trashbuster.org). In
addition, the taskforce worked with the Hi-Lo Golf Course
Association to include information in its October newsletter
on appropriate golf course green waste disposal.

The Coachella Valley Association of Governnments (CVAG)
is working with its member cities to effectively manage its
construction and delboris waste and to assess green waste
disposal options. EPA and the Torres Martinez Environ-
mental Director are working with members of CVAG's
Solid Waste Technical Working Group to explore the Waste-
Wise and Greenscapes partnership programs. WasteWise
is a free, voluntary, EPA program that helps organizations
save money and reduce environmental impacts by
eliminating costly municipal solid waste and select
industrial wastes (http://www.epa.gov/wastewise/). The
Greenscapes program provides cost-efficient and
environmentally friendly solutions for landscaping, to help
preserve natural resources and prevent waste and

pollufion (http://www.epa.gov/greenscapes/).
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